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HONG XOXG STEEL PIANTS SURVEYED;
PLASTICS IRDURTRY GPOWING'

PRODUCE 3,000 TONS MORTHLY -- Kung-shang Jih-jeo, 12 May 49

Present monthly eteel production fyom the variocus steel plants in
Eong Kong is said to be about 3,000 tons. The products, steel rods ad)
mackinery parts, are used in building t{rades in Hong Kong or shipped to the
southern islands.

Rumors that the Lu-ho-kou Steel Plant, the only one of 1its kind which
exristed in Hong Kong Heforo ths war-and which cloead after the war, would
recuma operation by:l April 1949 have proved erroncous. The plant's 2-ton
capacity smelter furnace, largest in Hong Kong, vas recently moved to Hei-

" ts'un at Kuang-chou (Canton), but it is doubtful whetheér 1t will be put to
use because of shertagse of coal and elestricity in that oity,

Sove of the equimmant now used by other stesl plants of Hong dong vas
recantly retwrned from Japar, having boen ramoved hy the Japancaa auring
the war,

SECOND PLASTIC PLANT OPENED -- Hua-shang Pao, i2 May 49

The second plastics plant in Hong Kong was recently opened, At present,
1t 18 concentrating on the production of combs, clothes pins, and other
housenold aiticles, vith a monthly owgmé of:several tens of thousands of
pounds, Plens are boing mads to expand production of ¢ther commodities.

Only one of the three sets of machinery is now in operation, dut
the resmining tws are coon to be put to use. Extensive research im now
being canducted to improve the quality of the products so as to compete with
Zurcpean and horigan goods.
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'huo mdmtry 16 & newcomer to Hong Korg industry. It was firat
s started about 2 yeare. &go and ar a result its sales extend only to the port
. and the southern islandse. ~ With the early arrival of peace, the fubure of
: this m&ustry is assured 1f markets on the rainland of China dre apesned

: It 18" mid that another plastics plant is moving from Shang-hal to Chiu-
i lmg {Eowloon).
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